
Dear Parents, 
     Welcome to the 2010-2011 
school year. We are looking for-
ward to another terrific year in our 
beautiful and exemplary school 
building! 

     A big thank you to our hard 
working custodians:  Bob Suther-
land, Joanie Mann, Dee Keppler, 
Shirleen Farmen, Dan Roggia, and 
Gene Delamarter (summer helpers: 
Jim Morgan & Denise Beck)  for 
their exemplary cleaning and main-
taining of our school this summer. 

     Congratulations to Mrs. Debra 
(Gelsomino) Schifano on her recent 
nuptials. 

     Inside this newsletter are impor-
tant procedures and information for 
arrival and dismissal times and for 
transportation/buses.  We greatly 
appreciate your cooperation and 
attention to this information. 

     The OTISVILLE HOME– 
SCHOOL HANDBOOK can be 
accessed through our school website 
(Minisink.com, under Otisville).  
We are continuing in our efforts to 
be energy efficient and to use less 
paper.  If you do not have the inter-
net, please let us know and we will 
send you a hard copy of this hand-
book. 

     Please do not hesitate to call us 
or stop in with your questions or 
concerns.  We look forward to 
working with you and maintaining 
Otisville’s academic excellence. 

     Wishing you and your child(ren) 
a successful and wonderful school 
year! 

Sincerely, 

   
Alice Reh Vinny Biele 

Principal Asst. Principal 

      

Our school rules are called “Life’s 
Good Choices” (treat others the 
way you want to be treated).  
Please talk with your child(ren) 
about these good choices in school 
and at home. 

 
· I will be considerate of others 

as I walk through the school. 
· I will speak kindly to others. 
· I will listen while others 

speak. 
· I will wait my turn. 
· I will honor and respect 

other’s personal space and 
property. 

· I will work to keep myself 
and my school neat and clean. 

 

SEPTEMBER  2010 

OTISVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

Otisville Elementary consistently strives 
to be a nurturing, learner-centered com-
munity school that focuses on the devel-
opment of the whole child via: cultivat-

ing each child’s love of learning—
supporting collaborative faculty and 

staff professional development and en-
deavors—establishing effective home/

school partnerships. 

 
     SCHOOL WEBSITE 
Please check the district and school website for the most up to date in-
formation about the school calendar, district hap-
penings and school activities. We will try to 
change the pictures on the Otisville site several 
times a week.   

OPEN HOUSE 
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Our theme for the 
school year is  

A GARDEN OF 
LEARNING 
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SAFETY AND ARRIVAL/DISMISSAL PROCEDURES  
 
The safety of your children is our first concern and we would like to share the following procedures for 
dropping off and picking up your children at Otisville: 
· Dropping Off (8:45-8:55 am)– turn into the school from Mount Hope Road, enter at the second left, go 

part way around the flagpole, follow the road through the parking lot and continue alongside the build-
ing.  Drop your child off at the Main Doorway and continue around the flagpole to exit.  This will en-
able you to see your child enter the school and keep the traffic flow moving. 

· Please do not drop off your child prior to 8:45 am as there is no supervision. 
· By the third week of school (Sept.13), we ask that you not walk your child to his/her classroom.  Please 

stop by the office if there is something you need to discuss with your child’s teacher.  At this point the 
students should be comfortable enough to locate their classroom and start the beginning of their day. 

· To pick up your child the end of the day– Send a note to the child’s teacher in the morning, pick your 
child up from the Library at 3:15 pm (enter through the doors of the Library– adjacent to our main en-
trance), you will be asked to sign your child out by one of the teachers on duty.  Your child will be wait-
ing for you in the Library. 

· If you need to pick up your child earlier than 3:15  pm (for an appointment that cannot be scheduled 
later) please sign your child out at the main office before 3:15 pm, a note should be sent to the teacher 
that morning. 

· We ask that parents refrain from signing students out in the office between 3:15-3:30 pm, as this 
is a very busy and hectic time. 

· Please do not take your child early from school except in unavoidable situations– much classroom 
learning goes on until the end of the day. 

· Of course, we realize that emergency situations and special circumstances arise and we will be happy to 
work with you. 

· If your child says that you are picking them up and we do not have a note, your child will be 
placed on the bus.   

· We appreciate your cooperation as we strive to keep all students safe and accounted for. 

TRANSPORTATION DEPT.  
1.  Please be at your bus stop 5-7 minutes ahead of the regular pick-up time and be waiting at the 
bus stop 5-7 minutes ahead of the usual drop off time. 
2.  Kindergarten students will NOT be dropped off unless their parent or other authorized 
person is present at the bus stop.  If you are not at the bus stop, your kindergarten child (along 
with any older siblings) will remain on the bus and be returned to the bus garage or other desig-
nated school spot.  You will be contacted to pick him/her up at that location. 
3. Students in grades 1-12 will generally be released at their drop-off location even if a parent is 
not present.  At the discretion of the driver, however, students in grades 1-5 may be brought back 
to the bus garage.  It is important for you and your child to have clear, simple procedures for ex-
actly what to do if you are not at the drop-off point.  Your child should know what neighbor’s 
home to go to, how to reach you or another adult you designate, how to get into the house if you 
are not there, and basic safety procedures to follow until you arrive home. 
4.  The district will honor requests for alternate pick-up/drop off location for childcare purposes so 
long as the alternate arrangement is a regular, permanent schedule and that the alternate location is 
within the student’s attendance zone.  Families should note that the district will not change a stu-
dent bus due to occasional events and personal schedules (ie: scout meetings, music lessons, birth-
day parties, play dates, etc.)  Please plan ahead to make necessary arrangements.  Requests for bus 
passes will no longer be granted.   



 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
Sup’t Conference 
Day 

2    1st day of 
school for students 
K-11:15 am dis-
missal 
PTO Boo Hoo 
Breakfast 9:00 am 
BOE Mtg.  

3 
 
K– 11:15 am dis-
missal 

4 

5 6 
SCHOOL 
CLOSED 
 
 
Labor Day 

7 8 9 
SCHOOL 
CLOSED 
 
 
Rosh Hashanah 

10 11 
 
 
 
Patriot Day 

12 13 14 15 16 
Otisville K-2 
Open House  (6-8 
pm) 
 
BOE Mtg. 

17 
PTO Welcome 
Back Breakfast 
for Fac/Staff 
Early Dismissal 
Drill 

18 
 
 
 
Yom Kippur 

19 20 21 22 23 
Otisville 3-5 
Open House (6-8 
pm) 
 
First day of Au-
tumn 

24 25 

26 27 28 29 
 
 
 
PTO Mtg. 7:00 
pm 

30   
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